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The mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) is a deer whose habitat 
is in the western half of North America. Instead of running, 
mule deer move with a bounding leap (stotting) with all four 
feet coming down together. In summer, it chiefly forages on not 
only herbaceous plants, but also various berries (including 
blackberry, huckleberry, salal, and thimbleberry). Mule deer 
are known to forage in summer on California Buckeye leaves, 
even though there is some evidence of that plant's toxicity.[4] In 
winter, it forages on conifers (especially twigs of Douglas fir, 
cedar, Taxus yews, aspen, willow, dogwood, serviceberry, 
juniper, and sage). In season, it eats acorns and apples. 

Mule deer prefer "edge" habitats where the trees meet the 
grass.  They tend to bed down in protected areas mid-day. 
Repeated beds will often be scratched level, about the size of a 
washtub. Temporary beds will seem little more than flattened 
grassy grounds. 

 

The elk, or wapiti (Cervus canadensis), is one of the largest 
species of deer in the world and one of the largest mammals in 
North America. Elk range in forest and forest-edge habitat, 
feeding on grasses, plants, leaves, and bark. Male elk have large 
antlers which are shed each year. Males engage in ritualized 
mating behaviors during the rut, including posturing, antler 
wrestling (sparring), and bugling, a loud series of screams 
which establishes dominance over other males and attracts 
females. The bugle call is one of the most distinctive calls in 
nature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The American black bear (Ursus americanus). Black bears 
typically "hibernate" during winter in hollowed-out dens in 
tree cavities, under logs or rocks, in banks, caves, or culverts, 
and in shallow depressions. Dens are normally not reused from 
one year to the next. While they do not eat, drink, defecate, or 
urinate during hibernation, it is not the true hibernation of 
smaller mammals since their body temperature does not drop 
significantly and they remain somewhat alert and active. 
Females give birth and nurse their young while hibernating. 

After emerging from their winter dens in spring, they seek 
carrion from winter-killed animals and new shoots of many 
plant species, especially wetland plants. In mountainous areas, 
they seek southerly slopes at lower elevations for forage and 
move to northerly and easterly slopes at higher elevations as 
summer progresses. Black bears use dense cover for hiding 
and thermal protection, as well as for bedding. They climb 
trees to escape danger and use forested areas and rivers as 
travel corridors. 

 

The Cougar (Puma concolor), is a mammal of the Felidae 
family, native to the Americas. This large, solitary cat has the 
greatest range of any large wild terrestrial mammal in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

A capable stalk-and-ambush predator, the cougar pursues a 
wide variety of prey. Primary food sources include ungulates 
such as deer, elk, and bighorn sheep, but it also hunts species 
as small as insects and rodents. Moreover, it prefers habitats 
with dense underbrush and rocky areas for stalking, but it can 
live in open areas. The cougar is territorial and persists at low 
population densities. Individual territory sizes depend on 
terrain, vegetation, and abundance of prey. It is a reclusive cat 
and usually avoids people. Attacks on humans remain rare, 
despite a recent increase in frequency. 
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The Bobcat (Lynx rufus) is a North American mammal of the 
cat family, Felidae. With twelve recognized subspecies, it 
ranges from southern Canada to northern Mexico, including 
most of the continental United States. The Bobcat is an 
adaptable predator that inhabits wooded areas, as well as 
semi-desert, urban edge, forest edges and swampland 
environments. It persists in much of its original range and 
populations are healthy. 

With a gray to brown coat, whiskered face, and black-tufted 
ears, the Bobcat resembles the other species of the mid-sized 
Lynx genus. It is smaller than the Canadian Lynx, with which it 
shares parts of its range, but is about twice as large as the 
domestic cat. It has distinctive black bars on its forelegs and a 
black-tipped, stubby tail, from which it derives its name. 

Though the Bobcat prefers rabbits and hares, it will hunt 
anything from insects and small rodents to deer. Prey selection 
depends on location and habitat, season, and abundance. Like 
most cats, the bobcat is territorial and largely solitary, 
although there is some overlap in home ranges. It uses several 
methods to mark its territorial boundaries, including claw 
marks and deposits of urine or feces. The Bobcat breeds from 
winter into spring and has a gestation period of about two 
months. 

 

The Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) is native to North 
America and is the heaviest member of the Galliformes. Adult 
male Wild Turkeys have a small, featherless, reddish head; a 
red throat in males; long reddish-orange to greyish-blue legs; 
and a black body. The head has fleshy growths called 
caruncles; in excited turkeys, a fleshy flap on the bill expands, 
becoming engorged with blood. Males have red wattles on the 
throat and neck. Each foot has four toes, and males have rear 
spurs on their lower legs. 

Turkeys have a long, dark, fan-shaped tail and glossy bronze 
wings. As with many other species of the Galliformes, turkeys 

exhibit strong sexual dimorphism. The male is substantially 
larger than the female, and his feathers have areas of red, 
purple, green, copper, bronze, and gold iridescence.  

 

The Spotted Owl, Strix occidentalis, is a species of owl. It is a 
resident species of forests in western North America, where it 
nests in tree holes, old bird of prey nests, or rock crevices. 
Nests can be between 13 and 66 yards (12 to 60 meters) high 
and usually contain two eggs (though some will contain as 
many as four). It is a strictly nocturnal owl, which feeds on 
small mammals and birds. 

The three sub-species of Strix occidentalis are Strix occidentalis 
caurina (Northern Spotted Owl), Strix occidentalis occidentalis 
(California Spotted Owl), and Strix occidentalis lucida (often 
referred to as the Mexican Spotted Owl).[1] The Gila Wilderness 
is home to the largest population of the Mexican sub-species.[2] 

The Spotted Owl is similar in appearance to the Barred Owl but 
has cross-shaped markings on the underparts whereas the 
Barred Owl is alternately barred on the breast and streaked on 
the belly. Barred Owls are larger and grayer than Spotted Owls.  

 

Juvenile (left) and adult  

The Goshawk (pronounced / ƨƙs.hƛ k/, from OE. góshafoc 
'goose-hawk'), Accipiter gentilis, is a medium-large bird of prey 
in the family Accipitridae, which also includes other diurnal 
raptors, such as eagles, buzzards and harriers. 

It is a widespread species that inhabits the temperate parts of 
the northern hemisphere. In North America, it is called the 
Northern Goshawk. It is mainly resident, but birds from colder 
regions of north Asia and Canada migrate south for the winter. 

This species was first described by Linnaeus in his Systema 
naturae in 1758 under its current scientific name.[2] 
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The Red-tailed Hawk (Buteo jamaicensis) is a medium-sized 
bird of prey, one of three species colloquially known in the 
United States as the "chickenhawk," though it rarely preys on 
chickens. It breeds throughout most of North America, from 
western Alaska and northern Canada to as far south as Panama 
and the West Indies, and is one of the most common buteos in 
North America. Red-tailed Hawks can acclimate to all the 
biomes within its range. There are fourteen recognized 
subspecies, which vary in appearance and range. It is one of the 
largest members of the genus Buteo in North America, typically 
weighing from 690 to 1600 grams (1.5 to 3.5 pounds) and 
measuring 45ɀ65 cm (18 to 26 in) in length, with a wingspan 
from 110 to 145 cm (43 to 57 in). The Red-tailed Hawk 
displays sexual dimorphism in size, with females averaging 
about 25% heavier than males. 

The Red-tailed Hawk occupies a wide range of habitats and 
altitudes, including deserts, grasslands, coniferous and 
deciduous forests, tropical rainforests, agricultural fields and 
urban areas. It lives throughout the North American continent, 
except in areas of unbroken forest or the high arctic. It is 
legally protected in Canada, Mexico and the United States by 
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

 

The Ash-throated Flycatcher, Myiarchus cinerascens, is a 
passerine bird in the tyrant flycatcher family. It breeds in 
desert scrub, riparian forest, brushy pastures and open 
woodland from the western United States to central Mexico.  

The nest is built in a tree cavity or similar natural or man-made 
hole, and the normal clutch is three or four eggs. The 
upperparts are olive brown, with a darker head and short 
crest. The breast is gray and the belly is a very pale yellow. The 
brown tail feathers and wings have rufous outer webs, and 
there are two dull wing bars. The sexes are similar. 

This species is primarily an insectivore that flies from a perch 
to catch prey from the ground or from foliage in the 

undergrowth, less often from branches and trunks, hardly ever 
in midair. Unlike many other tyrant flycatchers, it often moves 
on to another perch rather than returning to the same one. It 
also takes some fruit, especially in winter if insects are 
unavailable. Rarely, it takes small mammals and reptiles, which 
it kills by banging them against hard objects.[1] 

The flight has an easygoing, slightly bobbing pattern. 

 

The Canyon Wren (Catherpes mexicanus) is a small North 
American wren, and is about 14.5 cm (5.75 inches) long. 
Similar to the Rock Wren in habitat and habits, the Canyon 
Wren prefers rocky environments near water, particularly in 
fairly dry country and steep terrain (sometimes including 
buildings). It feeds on insects and spiders by probing into 
crevices with its long bill. Its coloration is rustier than that of 
the Rock Wren, even on the belly, with a contrasting white 
throat and breast. The Canyon Wren is more often heard than 
seen, and its falling series of whistles is one of the more 
familiar bird calls of the canyons of the western United States. 

It builds a cup nest out of twigs and other vegetation in a rock 
crevice. It lays 4 to 6 eggs, white with reddish brown and gray 
speckles. 

 

The Short-horned Lizard is a small lizard that occurs in North 
America. Short-horned Lizards are flat-bodied, squat lizards 
with short spines crowning the head. They have a snub-nosed 
profile and short legs. The trunk is fringed by one row of 
pointed scales, while the belly scales are smooth. The color is 
gray, yellowish, or reddish-brown, and there are two rows of 
large dark spots on the back. When threatened or aggressive, 
their colors become more intense. 

Short-horned Lizards are "sit-and-wait" predators. They feed 
primarily on ants, but will also take an occasional grasshopper 
or beetle. Often, they can be found sitting in the vicinity of ant 
nests or trails. They are most active during midday and burrow 
at night. They rely extensively on camouflage to avoid 
predators.      
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